252	ONE THOUSAND  FAMOUS THINGS
The Crime of Being Young
npHE atrocious crime of being a young man which the honourable
1 gentleman has with such spirit and decency charged upon me
I shall neither attempt to palliate nor deny ; but content myself
with wishing that I may be one of those whose follies may cease
with their youth, and not of that number who are ignorant in spite
of experience.	The first William Pitt replying to Robert Walpok
Thomas Carlyle Writes to Benjamin Disraeli
s
ib, Yesterday to my great surprise I had the honour to receive
your letter containing a magnificent proposal for my benefit,
which will be memorable to me for the rest of my life.
Allow me to say that the letter, both in purport and expression,
is worthy to be called magnanimous and noble, that it is without
example in my own poor history, and I think it is unexampled, too, in
the history of governing persons towards men of letters at the present
or at any time ; and that I will carefully preserve it as one of the
things precious to memory and heart. A real treasure or benefit it,
independent of all results from it.
This safd to yourself and reposited with many feelings in my own
grateful mind, I have only to add that your splendid and generous
proposals for my practical behoof must not any of them take effect;
that titles of honour are, in all degrees of them, out of keeping with
the tenor of my own poor existence hitherto in this epoch of the
world, and would be an encumbrance, not a furtherance, to me ; that
as to money, it has, after long years of rigorous and frugal, but also
(thank God and those that are gone before me) not degrading poverty,
become in this latter amply abundant, even superabundant; more
of it, too, now a hindrance, not a help to me ; so that royal or other
bounty would be more than thrown away in my case ; and, in brief,
that except the feeling of your fine and noble conduct on this occasion,
which is a real and permanent possession, there cannot anything be
done that would not now be a sorrow rather than a pleasure.
With thanks more than usually sincere, I have the honour to be,
Sir, your obliged and obedient servant,	T. carlyle
5 Cheyne Row, Chelsea, December 29, 1874.
George the Third to James the Great
f~^%QRGE the third to jam®® watt :  Well,  my  man, and what
VJT have you to sell ?
James Watt to George the Third: What kings covet, may it please
your Majesty—Power.

